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IN THIS ISSUE: 

Matt Myers,  CPPB, CPPO | Director of Procurement, Knox County 
 
Hey, Everyone Smile, WE MADE IT!! That’s right, here we are wrapping (no pun intended) up 
another year together. Through the continued struggles we all face, guess what, we have once 
again persevered.  
Overall, it has been a good year. While we may or may not been as busy outside the office this 
year, I know without a doubt you were busier inside the office than in past years. With the influx 
of government money we all received it was much busier than I have ever seen it. And if that’s 
not enough, with more money comes more compliance which means more oversight, 
responsibility, and reporting. All of which means more work. Can I get an Amen! 
I would like to take the opportunity to thank each of you for your patience and support this 
year. It means a lot to know people care and are willing to help in any situation that arises, just 
like this year. Again, we (emphasize added) pulled together to make things work. 
As we elect new Officers for the coming year, please support them in any way you can. There 
are multiple committees that need to be staffed and fundraisers are already being discussed. 
Please reach to help when that time comes. 
Finally, as the Holiday season nears, I hope everyone understands and realizes how Blessed we 
really are. We are employed, we have roofs over our heads, we have food to eat and if you are 
reading this you most likely have internet service. Blessed does not begin to describe the joys 
and wonders of the coming Seasons of Thanksgiving and Christmas. A time to be Thankful and 
a time of Giving.  

 
 
 
Matt Myers, President 
East Tennessee Purchasing Association 
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Member News & Announcements 
 

Karissa Scott, City of Knoxville, & Judi Peffley, 
Blount County earned their CPPB certification 
this fall.  Congratulations!! 

 
Congratulations & welcome to Matt Robert 
Thomas, City of Johnson City’s new Purchasing 
Buyer!! 

 
 

Congratulations & welcome to Suzanne Daws, City of 
Knoxville’s new Procurement Specialist & Heather 
Whitehead, City of Knoxville’s new Contract Manager!! 

 
 

Happy retirement!!! 
Susan Huskey has been the Purchasing Director for Loudon County since 2016.  
Susan began her career with Loudon County in 1998.  At the ETPA/TAPP Fall 
Professional Development Conference, Susan received the TAPP Manager of the 
Year Award! Congratulations Susan!! We hope that you enjoy your retirement!! 

 
 ETPA Mystery Members! 

This month we have two Mystery Members! 
 
Our first mystery member, born in Durham, NC, has been married for 13 
years, has two children, loves Mexican food, and once worked on a project 
that left her howling! 
 
Our second mystery member is a Volunteer fan and former golf pro who 
enjoys a good medium rare steak. 
 
Can you guess this month’s Mystery Member? See page XX to see if you are 

correct 

 
FREE MEMBER RESOURCES 
NEW White Paper Developed by NIGP Business Council – “That was Then, This is Now, Why Suppliers are Still 
Choosing to ‘No Bid’. 
Nearly a decade after the NIGP Business Council created its first white paper, “We ‘No Bid,’ and I’ll Tell You 
Why”, suppliers are still choosing to “No Bid”. 
Find out why with this Free White Paper.  
The Council hopes it inspires a continued dialogue in the procurement community.   
READ MORE  
 
 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fsend.nigp.org%2flink.cfm%3fr%3dAF30VXJAWcxGdvHfgKv_Og%7E%7E%26pe%3dmHVFppmXqwGTE-NaLO6ulvkCyvKHPTbe88p8snKdelvKtn7supIbvjiBtk103kS5t8Ynw-Ycyap_QHKLffl1Xw%7E%7E%26t%3dqg-JwkZ1ssd1JzTqis1UFQ%7E%7E&c=E,1,cLhhBSfGTzIupZnvXxY8ORaurXSEDmnKuWqpad5dSeyeU3u0-j53Q5v8HBxxjGnphby8jJnky6DPDdWohNgD0gSUcTwqxgYGUo_vvD_rmTeyqGF1&typo=1
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Experience Leadership Summit 2023 | February 2-5 | St. Louis, MO  
NIGP is developing our future leaders by drawing on the expertise and experiences of our  
current ones. 
Join us in person for a new leadership learning experience as we bring together procurement professionals 
from various career stages to participate in our three flagship leadership programs. 

• Leaders Edge - a unique development program for emerging leaders.  
• Chapter Academy - a customized program developed for newly elected Chapter Leaders and designed 

to strengthen chapter operations, increase member engagement, and member services.   
• Leading for Impact - NIGP’s latest innovation and designed to meet the needs of our most senior and 

experienced members.  
Leadership Summit 2023 multiplies the benefits of each individual program with cross-program networking 
and engagement for triple the learning and triple the impact. 
  
 

We are pleased to present to you the 2023 slate of officers and committee chairs. Thank you 
to our volunteers and everyone who helps make ETPA the fantastic organization that it is! 

 
Officers: 

 
President – Lynn Farnham  

VP – Carol Maines 
Secretary – Lindsey Parrish 

Treasurer – Matt Myers 
 

Committee Chairs/Members: 
 

Newsletter – Nikisha Eichmann 
Recognition Committee Chair – Gina Leham 

Professional Development Committee Co-Chairs – Camille Thomas  
Photographer & Social Media – Penny Owens 
Webmaster – Penny Owens & Dustin Shearin 

Golf Tournament Steering Committee Co-Chairs – Hugh Holt & Gina Leham 
Outreach to Other Professional Organizations – Dustin Shearin 

Diversity Focus Group Committee – Pamela Cotham & Karen Binkley 
Mentoring Committee Chair – Penny Owens 

Nominating Committee Chair – Michelle Ramey 

 
 

We are still in need of a Membership Committee Chair & Professional Development Committee Co-Chair.  If 
you have any interest in volunteering for one of these positions please contact Michelle Ramey at 
michelle.ramey@sullivancountytn.gov.  

  

mailto:michelle.ramey@sullivancountytn.gov
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Procurement Department Accreditation 
 
I author this article as both a member of a QPPD accredited Procurement Department and as a member of the 
NIGP Accreditation Committee.  I want to inform the reader about accreditation and to encourage Tennessee 
Procurement Departments to apply for the QPPD. There are many, many highly professional and exemplary 
public procurement departments across the State of Tennessee and they deserve public recognition of their 
professionalism as exemplified by accreditation. NIGP offers professional certification for procurement 
practitioners (NIGP-CPP, CPPO, CPPB) as well as accreditation for high performing procurement departments. 
While both personal certification and procurement department accreditation are important, this article focuses 
on procurement department accreditation since far too few procurement agencies in the State of Tennessee 
are accredited. 
 
NIGP offers two entity accreditations that recognize high performing public procurement departments: the 
Accreditation for Quality Public Procurement Departments (QPPD) and the Pareto accreditation. The QPPD is 
the first level of entity recognition and the prerequisite for obtaining the highest entity recognition-the Pareto. 
 
QPPD accreditation recognizes excellence in public procurement operations through comparison to a body of 
standards that evidence sound procurement practice centered around NIGP’s Global Best Practices. Obtaining 
the QPPD is a testament to your procurement team’s commitment to professional practice and their 
demonstrated abilities. Holding the QPPD tells your elected officials, citizens and staff that your Procurement 
Department belongs to an elite group of procurement organizations. While the NIGP membership represents 
over 3,000 governmental entities throughout the United States and Canada, only 158 governments have 
attained the QPPD accreditation distinction.    
 
The QPPD is an affordable, online, value-driven self-assessment. The Accreditation Committee reviews 
applications and provides feedback. The Committee consists of public procurement practitioners and NIGP 
staff. The applicant may respond to the feedback and request a second review be conducted. When the 
Procurement Department is accredited, the contact person receives a certificate and trophy from NIGP. 
Additionally, the Procurement Department is recognized on NIGP’s website and at NIGP's annual Forum.  The 
QPPD accreditation lasts for three years. 
 
Once QPPD is earned, a Procurement Department is eligible and encouraged to apply for Pareto Accreditation. 
While the QPPD is a self-assessment that focuses on the Procurement Department, the Pareto requires an 
external verification and review of the Procurement Department’s strategic and operational functions as well 
as its stakeholder interactions. This is a more rigorous evaluation, including narrative responses, documentation, 
and interviews with stakeholders to assess the Procurement Department’s interaction and responsiveness 
 
Accreditation details are at https://www.nigp.org/our-profession/accreditation . 

 
I look forward to seeing an influx of applications from my fellow Tennesseans. 

 
Terry McKee, Procurement Director for KCDC 

  

https://www.nigp.org/our-profession/accreditation
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Treasurer’s Report: January – December 2022 
 

Lynn Farnham, CPPO, CPPB | Roane County 
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Calendar of Events 
 

Get ready for 2022, here we go! 
December 8th  4th Quarterly Meeting 

 

 
 

   

Donnie Fawver II – 2nd  
Knox County 

Gabriel Massey – 12th  
City of Knoxville 

Jay Garrison – 27th  
Knox County 

Madelyn Kelly – 5th 
City of Decatur 

Jackie Cooper – 20th  
Blount County  

 

Pamela Cotham – 6th 
City of Knoxville 

  

Karisa Scott – 7th  
City of Knoxville 

  

Robert Genno – 17th  
Claiborne Count Finance 

  

Roger Kane – 28th  
University of TN 

  

 
  

November December January 
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Date: December 8, 2022 

Time: 3:00 p.m.  

Cost: $30.00 per attendee 

Location: Rothchild Catering 
8807 Kingston Pike 
Knoxville, TN 37923 
865.690.0103 
Directions: Google Maps 

  

Educational Topic: Here Comes the Judge 
 

Registration: Use ETPA’s webpage www.etpanews.org to register and pay. If necessary, you may 
fax your registration to Lynn Farnham (865) 376-4318 or email her at 
lynn.farnham@roanecountytn.gov Payment may be made at the meeting, but 
please fax your registration form so we may R.S.V.P. at the restaurant. If you do not 
use the ETPA webpage, mail checks (payable to the East Tennessee Purchasing 
Association) to Lynn Farnham, ETPA Treasurer, Roane County Purchasing, 200 East 
Race Street, Suite #3 Kingston, TN 37763. 

 
NOTE: Submission of a registration form obligates payment whether or not you attend the event. 

 
Name:  Agency:   

 

Phone:  Fax:  Email:   
 

Name:  Agency:   
 

Phone:  Fax:  Email:   
 

Name:  Agency:   
 

Phone:  Fax:  Email:   
 

Name:  Agency:   
 

Phone:  Fax:  Email:    

June 9, 2022—2nd Quarterly Meeting 

http://www.etpanews.org/
mailto:lynn.farnham@roanecountytn.gov
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Mystery Member #1 – Lindsay Parrish, Procurement Consultant for Hamilton County 
Government!! 
 
Lindsay was born in Durham, NC, raised in East Troy, WI, and ultimately 
moved to Tennessee from Fairbanks, Alaska, where her husband was 
stationed. Lindsay had some interesting experiences in college, serving on 
a wolf research team where the duties included conducting night research 
where the students howled in an attempt to get the wolves to howl back, 
a project that was featured in Backpacker Magazine in the late 90s!  
 
Interesting purchases include bullet proof panels for courtrooms, sprung 
structures for vaccination sites, trailers for deceased body storage, and 
most recently, drone cleaning of buildings 
 
Lindsay is enjoys spending time with her husband and daughters, scenic 
drives/exploring, and photography. 

 
 
 

 
Mystery Member #2 – Brandon Bunn, Buyer at Loudon County!! 
 
Brandon is native to East Tennessee, born and raised in Knoxville, played professional golf for around five years 
after playing golf in college at the University of Memphis. He then served as a professional caddie on the Korn 
Ferry Tour and the PGA Tour, travelling all over the country, Mexico, the Bahamas, Panama, Dominican 
Republic, and Canada for another five years. Once he met his wife and married (during the pandemic), they 
settled down in Loudon, her hometown.  
 
He found it interesting to purchase a water jet cutting machine as he had no prior knowledge of what it is or 
does. 
 
Brandon has younger twin brothers, and still enjoys playing golf, going to the pool in the summer, and watching 
sports. 
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